
IWD Apprenticeship Report Shows Higher Wages
The Iowa Registered Apprenticeship Employment and Wage Report issued in January by Iowa Workforce
Development (IWD) shows that job training via apprenticeships is yielding impressive results. IWD analysis
shows that occupation by occupation, workers trained in apprenticeship programs earn wages in most cases
significantly higher than workers in the same occupation who only earn a high school diploma or use other
types of one and two year training programs.

 
 

Summary of the Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act & FAQ
October 2013

The Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act was enacted on January 4, 2011 to amend Section 1417 of
the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA or Act) respecting the use and introduction into commerce of lead
pipes, plumbing fittings or fixtures, solder and flux. The Act established a prospective effective date of
January 4, 2014, which provided a three year timeframe for affected parties to transition to the new
requirements. In anticipation of these changes taking effect, EPA is providing the following summary of the
requirements of the lead ban provisions in Section 1417 and some answers to frequently asked questions
related to the amendments to assist manufacturers, retailers, plumbers and consumers in understanding
the changes to the law. 

Click here to download the full EPA Low Lead FAQ

Also - be sure to check out PHCC National's short article on How to Prepare for the New Lead Free Laws

 
 

State Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board Proposed Regulations

August 7, 2013

The Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board has released proposed regulations to implement legislative
changes made in Senate File 427.  The proposed rules are available for review by clicking on the links
below.

• Licensee Practice - ARC 0937C

• Mechanical, HVAC-Refrigeration, and Sheet Metal Licensees - ARC 0936C

• Licensure Fees - ARC 0935C

• Licensure and Examination - ARC 0934C

• Continuing Education - ARC 0933C

• Licensee Discipline - ARC 0932C

• Contested Cases - ARC 0931C

• Reciprocity Agreements for mechanical, HVAC-Refrigeration and sheet metal licensees - ARC 0930C

 

EPA Issues Press Release on the Dangers of Substitute Refrigerants

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a press release warning “…homeowners,
propane manufacturers and sellers, home improvement contractors and air conditioning technicians of
potential safety hazards related to the use of propane or other unapproved refrigerants in home air
conditioning systems.”  As has been reported by PHCC, EPA is also continuing its investigation into the
marketing and use of propane as a substitute for HCFC-22 (R-22).  The use of propone-based refrigerants
has become a very visible issue and PHCC will keep members informed.

 

 
 

State Law

Iowa Code Chapter 105 - PLUMBERS, MECHANICAL PROFESSIONALS, AND CONTRACTORS

 

 



 

 
 

 

2013 Iowa Legislative Summary

 Senate File 427 Modifications to Existing Plumbing and Mechanical Licensing Bill

This bill has passed the Senate and the House and would make modications to the current state licensing
law. Some key changes are as follows:

• An individual that holds either a HVAC license or a Refrigeration will be issued a HVAC-R license;

• Creates one Mechanical license for individuals that hold either 1) an HVAC and Hydronic license or 2)
a Refrigeration and Hydronic license;

• A sheet metal journeyman license will now be available.;

• The bill requires that the labor services division of the department of workforce development and the
department of public health develop a plan to combine the contractor registration and contractor
licensing application process for contractors licensed under Code chapter 105, to be implemented
in time for licensing renewals due July 1, 2017; 

• The bill requires that the board adopt the most current version of the uniform plumbing code and the
international mechanical code. Additionally, the board and local jurisdictions may adopt standards
that are more restrictive; 

• Licenses issued on or after July 1, 2014, shall expire on the same renewal date every three years,
beginning with June 30, 2017. Licensees whose licenses have an expiration date of July 1, 2014, or
later shall be issued a license with an expiration date of June 30, 2017, and shall have the license
renewal fee prorated.

 

HSB 31 IN-STATE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS

Makes an in-state construction void and unenforceable if provisions of the contract require that the law of
another state be used in litigation or arbitration. Defines in-state construction contracts. AMENDED &
PASSED 21-0; FM: Kaufmann (Adds provisions on mediation.)

 

 

Iowa Plumbing & Mechanical Systems Board
Contractor Registration

Beginning November 1, 2012, the Iowa Plumbing & Mechanical Systems Board will start issuing contractor
licenses for professionals in the plumbing, HVAC, refrigeration, and hydronics trades. This requirement
implements changes made by the General Assembly to Iowa Code chapter 105 in 2009. These changes are
intended to establish public liability insurance and surety bonds for plumbing, HVAC, refrigeration and
hydronics contractors working within the state of Iowa.

Contractor licenses will be issued for a period of 3 years. The fees for the initial license will be waived if
purchased prior to December 31, 2013. Beginning January 1, 2014 all applicable fees will apply.

Please click here to download more information and a copy of the contractor license application form.


