
State Legislation 2011
House File 392 (successor to House File 42) has been approved by the House and the Senate
and was signed by Governor Branstad on April 28, 2011. The bill became effective on that date.
This bill revises the Iowa plumber, mechanical professional, and contractor licensing Act (Code chapter 105).

1.  The bill revises the definition of the term “refrigeration” to include all natural, propane, liquid
propane, or other gas lines associated with any component of refrigeration.

2. The bill amends the definition of “hydronic” to strike the word “comfort” modifying “heating” and
“cooling”.

3. The definition of "HVAC" is amended to include "any type of refrigeration used for food processing or
preservation."

4. The bill provides that the application for a license under Code chapter 105 can be no longer than
two pages plus one security page.

5.  The Licensing Board is required to submit a report to the General Assembly 60 days following the
end of each fiscal year. This report shall include a balance sheet projection for at least the
upcoming three years. If the revenue projection exceeds the expense projection by more than
10%, the board is required to adjust their fees so that it is no more than 10% higher than
projected expenses.

6.  The combined license fee shall be the total of each of the separate license fees reduced by 30%.

7.  For calendar years 2011 and 2012, the fee for an initial journeyman and apprentice license is $50
and the fee for an initial master license is $125.

8.  The renewal fee is waived for all licenses that have an expiration date from January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2012. If a licensee renewed their license prior to the effective date of this law, they
shall receive a refund of the entire renewal fee paid.

9.  For any initial license issued in 2011 prior to the effective date of this law, the licensee shall be
granted a refund that shall be the difference between the fee paid and actual new fee set forth in
section 5 above.

10.  The law adds a new exemption to licensing: The law shall not apply to a person who is performing
work on a volunteer, non-paid basis or assisting a property owner performing non-paid work on the
owner’s principal residence.

11.  A licensee that holds either a master or journeyman HVAC or Refrigeration license shall be exempt
from having to obtain a special electrician’s license pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 103 in order to
perform a disconnection and reconnection of an existing air conditioning or refrigeration system.

12.  The license period would be extended to three years instead of the current two years.

13.  Continuing Education hours would also be over 3 years and a licensee would have a 30-day grace
period after the expiration of the license to complete all requirements necessary for a renewal
without incurring a penalty.

14.  Adds language stating that except for fees charged for the issuance of permits or inspections of
work performed, a county or city may not impose any fee for plumbing, HVAC, refrigeration, or
hydronic systems work.

15.  A new waiver for military service has been added.


